[Significance of the system of atrial natriuretic peptides in heart failure and hypertension].
This literature review presents current information on mechanisms of realization and action of natriuretic peptides in heart failure and hypertension. Significant role in degradation of natriuretic peptides belongs to neutral endopeptidase. Basing on theoretical and experimental data novel class of drugs - inhibitors of neutral endopeptidase - has been developed. The paper contains discussion of first results of the use of drugs from this class for the treatment of chronic heart failure.